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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Bureau of Special Education  
Mission 

1) Provide leadership to ensure that students 
with disabilities receive a free appropriate 
public education that prepares them for 
college or training, employment, 
independent living, and community 
participation. 

2) Ensure compliance with special education 
laws and regulations. 

 



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Activities (Buckets of Work) 

1: Building Effective Partnership Structures 
                            *Special Education Leadership 
                            *Students (Voice, Independence, Self Advoc.) 
                            *Parents  
                            *Advocates/Attorneys  
2: General Monitoring and Supervision 
                            *17 Indicators 
                            *Compliance/Results 
                            *Differentiated Risk Assessment     
                            *Differentiated Support 
3: Guidance, Funding, and Communications 
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

State Advisory Council for Special 
Education 

• Chair: Tom Cosker 
• Vice Chair: Jennifer Lussier 

Executive Committee:  
          Tom Cosker (Parent)  
          John Flanders (CPAC) 
          Siobhan Peng (Parent)  
          Meg Walsh (Special Education Director) 
          Jennifer Lussier (Parent) 
          Bryan Klimkiewicz (SDE) (non voting)  
          Terry-Jo Pitter (SDE) (non voting) 
           2 student members! 
 



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

State Advisory Council for Special 
Education 

• 4 priorities  

   1. Meaningful Inclusion 

   2. Secondary Transition  

   3. Parent/School Partnerships 

   4. Mental Health/Special Education 





Youth Advisory 

• New Britain,  
• Easton-Speech Academy, 
• Bozrah,  
• Wilton,  
• Middletown,  
• Clinton, 
• Suffield, 
• Hebron,  
• Simsbury,  
• West Hartford,  
• New Haven,  
• East Hartford,  
• Milford,  
• Bloomfield,  
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Youth Advisory Initiative  

• Application information and questions may 
be directed to:   

• Nicole M. Vitale 

• Consultant 
State Education Resource Center 

Tel: (860) 632-1485 x234 
Fax: (860) 632-8870 

Email: vitale@ctserc.org 
www.ctserc.org 

 





Leadership 

• LRP (connections, webinar, May institute) 

• New Directors Cohort 1  

• Aspiring Leadership Program  

• PPT Chair Training  
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CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Survey Says 

 

 



Most Pressing Issues 

• Mental Health/Student Behavior 

• Fiscal 

• Gen Ed Instruction / SRBI  

• Quality IEPs 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 



Due Process Data [7/01/2017-6/30/2018] 

Due Process Options Requested Disposition 

Hearings 
236 requests  9 fully adjudicated hearing 

decisions issued  
 161 withdrawn 
 66 pending 

Mediations 
288 requests  202 mediations held 

 125 agreements reached on day 
of mediation 

 45 withdrawn or other 
 41 pending  

Complaints 
169 complaints filed  45 reports identified findings of 

non-compliance 
 32 reports identified no non-

compliance 
 81 withdrawn or dismissed 
 11 pending 

Resolution Sessions 
112 sessions convened in 
relation to parent hearing 
request 

 64 resulted in settlement 
agreement 
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General Supervision 

• IDEA and state law identifies that the State Education 
Agency (SEA) is responsible for ‘general supervision’ 
and ‘implementation of procedural safeguards’ 

• General supervision includes the assurance that a 
free appropriate public education is provided a child 

• Maintaining State eligibility for federal funds 

• Monitoring of school districts (e.g., record review, 
analysis of data, site visits, State Performance Plan 
and Annual Performance Report) 

• Investigates possible violations of special education 
law 

17 



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

OSEP Monitoring 

• History of OSEP monitoring 

Compliance Monitoring 1975-1995 

Continuous Improvement Monitoring: 1995-2013 

Focus Monitoring (04-13) 

Results-Driven Accountability:  

(SSIP 14-16)   

Differentiated Monitoring: 2016-? 





Compliance can come as 
the result of good practice, 
but good practice RARELY 
comes as a result of 
compliance. 
 

Lindsey Anderson/George Washington University 



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

SPP/APR 

 

 

 



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Sample LEA APR Report 



Reporting of 1% in LEA-Level APR 

Connecticut has incorporated the reporting of each Nexus District’s 
percentage of students participating on the Alternate Assessment in 
the LEA-Level Annual Performance Report (APR) beginning with the 
2016-17 LEA-Level APR available on EdSight (CSDE Public Data Portal). 
 
For 2016-17, districts below the State’s Alternate Assessment 
Participation Rate (1.6%) were indicated to be meeting the target. 
Moving forward, 0% through 1% will “meet target”, 1.01% to the State 
Rate will be in “substantial compliance” and any district over the state 
rate will have failed to meet the target. An example report of from the 
APR is below. 
 
 
 





Guideline Review Process 

• Special Education Procedural Manual 

• School Psychology Guidelines 

• SLD/Dyslexia Guidelines  

• PT Guidelines  

• Speech and Language Guidelines 

• Parent Guide for Special Education  

• Procedural Safeguards 

• AT Guidelines  



Chronic Absence Data 

Grade Level and SWDs, 2016-17 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
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Prevalence of Primary Disability and 

Chronic Absence Rates, 2016-17 

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
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IEP Revision Process 

• Director Survey 

• Parent Forums 

• Regional Education Feedback Sessions 

• Student Advisory Group  

• State Advisory Council  

• Stakeholder Group 

• Target date for draft revision: June 2019 
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Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA) Part B Grant 

PURPOSE:  
 
The purpose of the IDEA grant programs are to provide federal 

entitlement funds to eligible applicants to assist with the 
excess costs of providing special education and 
related services to children with disabilities (as 

defined by 34 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] Sections 300.16 and 
300.202).  
 



 

 

Assistance to States  
for the Education of Children with Disabilities and 

Preschool Grants for Children with Disabilities  
 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)  
 as amended in 2004.  (34 CFR Sections 300 and 301) 

 

• CSDE - annually submits a state application for the two year 
grant of: 

 
IDEA PART B Section 611 (SID 20977): Assistance to States for the 
Education of Children with Disabilities Ages 3-21 

 

IDEA PART B Section 619 (SID 20983): and Preschool Grants for 
Children with Disabilities AGES 3-5. 

 
 

  



IDEA Part B State Application   

FFY 2019 / FY 20 

 

 

 

Items to be aware of: 
  
   • State application is due to Washington D.C. - May 

2019. 
 
• Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 19 Grant is on a  two-year 

cycle 7/1/19 - 6/30/21.   
 
• Fiscal Year (FY) ‘20 is 7/1/19 - 6/30/20 thru 7/1/20 – 

6/30/21 
  
• LEAs are sub-grantees and have an application 

process to complete – which measures the LEA 
around demonstrating compliance and meeting 
standards through select items for eligibility (based 
upon each application’s circumstance). 

 
 
  
 

 

 



 
Public Notice  

IDEA PART B APPLICATION FOR  
FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2019  

 
The application available for public inspection on the Connecticut State 
Department of Education (CSDE) Web site. 
 
The 60-day public inspection period: March 4-May 3, 2019.  
 (print copies are available at regional educational service centers for 
public review) 
 
The 30-day public comment period: March 22-April 23, 2019.  
 
Two public hearings: 
1. Tuesday, April 9, 2019, from 1-3p.m. at the New England Assistive 

Technology (NEAT) Center, 21 Holcomb Street, Hartford. 
 
2.   Wednesday, April 10, 2019, from 1-3 p.m. at the State Education Resource 
 Center (SERC), 100 Roscommon Drive, Middletown 
 
 



 
Public Notice  

IDEA PART B APPLICATION FOR  
FEDERAL FISCAL YEAR 2019 

 
The Annual State Application for Federal Fiscal Year 2019 under Part B of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act as amended in 2004, 
is available for public inspection: 
 
 Print copies are available at regional educational service centers:  
• CREC, 111 Charter Oak Avenue, Hartford;  
• CES, 25 Oakview Drive, Trumbull;  
• ACES, 350 State Street, North Haven 
• EASTCONN, 10 Commerce Drive, Columbia;  
• EdAdvance, 355 Goshen Road, Litchfield;  
• LEARN, 44 Hatchetts Hill Road, Old Lyme; 
• CPAC, 338 Main Street, Niantic; and  
• SERC Library, Middletown CT. 
 



 
 

IDEA Part B  
Connecticut’s State Application   

FFY 2019 

A. Assurances Related to Policies and Procedures  
The State makes the following assurances that it has policies and procedures in place as required by Part B of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act. (20 U.S.C. 1411-1419; 34 CFR §§300.100-300.174)  

 25 - State Assurances that the SEA is abiding by IDEA. 

 
B. Other Assurances  
The State also makes the following Other Assurances: 

 4 – Other State Assurances that the SEA is: distributing funds …  
 to LEAs, providing data, that proper fiscal control and fund accounting  procedures 
are in place, and  that insure proper disbursement of and  accounting for Federal funds 
and comply with all Federal laws,  executive orders and regulations.   
 
C. Certifications  
The SEA provides certifications:  

 3 – Certifications   
 
D. Statement for signature by the Commissioner 

 

Section II  



 
 

IDEA Part B Preliminary State Application   
FFY 2019  

Use the FFY 2018 

Section III  

 
Description of Use of Funds Under Part B of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act - 20 U.S.C. 1411(e)(5); 34 CFR §300.171 … 
Interactive Spreadsheet 



IDEA Part B Grant 

FFY 18/FY 19   

 
 

* Total preliminary award data from FY 19 to the State Education Agency (SEA) for Part B 
611 Grant was a finalized: $140,425,382. 
 
* Flow through to LEAs was $123,212,193 as sub-grant awards (88% of the funds flow 
through to LEAs).     
 
* The Maximum Other Set Aside CR= $13,996,230 - used for specific activities such as 
surrogate parent program, initiatives and contracts for professional development (PD).  

• Two required activities include: 
 1. “For monitoring, enforcement and complaint investigation” 
 2. “To establish and implement mediation process” 
 

 
The Maximum Available for Administration is $3,216,959 (utilized for payroll).  
  
  
 
 
 

 

 



Established Resources from  
IDEA Part B Grant 

• Administrative 

 $ 3,216,959 

 

• Other State Activities 
 $ 13,996,230  
  

 

• Flow Through to LEAs 
 $ 123,212,193 

  

 
NOTE: 88 % of the 

final amount from 

IDEA Part B, 

Section 611 Grant 

to the LEAs  



 
 

IDEA Part B State Application   
FFY 2019 

Section IV 
 
 State Administration and additional elements 
 that are in place additional to IDEA.  
 
Legal Section with Connecticut State Regulations and Statutes as of July 1, 2016. 
 

Examples: 
Public Act 16-189 An Act Concerning Student Data Privacy 
  Public Act 17-200 clarifies Student Data Privacy and re-establishes a task force  
  
Public Act 17-68 Contracts with Private Providers of Special Education Services and 
Transportation to Nonpublic Schools 
  
Public Act 17-82 Services for Gifted and Talented Services 
  
.  

 



   
 
 
 

Section V  

• Maintenance of State Financial Support  
 
 
  

IDEA Part B State’s Preliminary Application   

FFY 2019 
 

Total Amount of State Financial Support Made 

Available for Special Education and Related 

Services for Children with Disabilities:   

 

SFY 2017  784,173,192 

SFY 2018  TBD 

 



 
Changes to Legislation Governing the Use 

of Restraint and Seclusion in Schools 

 • Public Act 18-51 

 

Effective July 1, 2018, PA 18-51,  

• revises definitions of restraint and seclusion;  

• clarifies the definition of an escort; 

• introduces a definition for exclusionary time out;   

• prohibits the use of seclusion as a behavior intervention in the 
individualized education program (IEP); and  

• requires that no later than January 1, 2019, districts/programs develop 
policy related to the use of exclusionary time out. 

 



Physical Restraint (NEW) 
 
Any mechanical or personal restriction that immobilizes or 
reduces the free movement of a person's arms, legs or head, 
including, but not limited to, carrying or forcibly moving a 
person from one location to another. 

 
The term does not include:  

 

• briefly holding a person in order to calm or comfort the person;  
• restraint involving the minimum contact necessary to safely escort a 

person from one area to another; (i.e. temporarily touching or 
holding for the purpose of guiding or inducing a student to walk to 
another location: (new clarification of an escort) 

• medical devices, including, but not limited to, supports prescribed by a 
health care provider to achieve proper body position or balance;  

• helmets or other protective gear used to protect a person from injuries 
due to a fall; or  

• helmets, mitts and similar devices used to prevent self-injury when the 
device is part of a documented treatment plan and is the least 
restrictive means available to prevent 

          such self-injury.  



Seclusion (NEW)  
The confinement of a person in a room, from which the student 
is physically prevented from leaving.  “Seclusion” does not 
include an exclusionary time out. 
 
The term does not include: 
• any confinement of a person at risk in which the person is 

physically able to leave the area of confinement including, but 
not limited to, in-school suspension and time-out. 

 
(New) Prohibition: The use of seclusion as a planned behavior 
intervention documented in the IEP, BIP, or 504 plan is now 
prohibited. 
 
 
Exclusionary Time Out (NEW) 
A temporary, continuously monitored separation of a student 
from an ongoing activity in a non-locked setting, for the purpose 
of calming such student or deescalating such student’s behavior. 



Contracting with Special Education 

Providers  

CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

• Contract Template 
Sec. 4.  “Department shall develop standards and a process for 
the documentation of the provision of special education 
services by a private provider....” to include:   
• scope and type of services,  
• number of services on daily, weekly and monthly basis, 
• name of the student, 
• services provided to the student, 
• date service was provided, 
• length of time service e provided 
• name and signature of person providing service 
•   

 



Special Education 

The provision of special education is based upon 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA, 2004) and Connecticut statute and 
regulations regarding special education.  

 

Therefore, the implementation of “special 
education” is mandated by federal and special 
education law. Connecticut statute and regulations 
mirror the IDEA with few exceptions. 
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IDEA –Ages Served 

IDEA [Part B]: Education of Students/Special Education 

– Children, ages 3 through 21, or graduation from high 
school, whichever is first attained 

• Includes eligible children beginning by their third 
birthday 

• Extends to eligible children/youth until age 21 or 
high school graduation, whichever occurs first 

– Under CT regulations, a student with a disability 
maintains eligibility through the end of the school 
year (June 30) in which s/he turns 21 
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A Child’s Right and  
A Nation’s Value 

Any child with a disability, 
regardless of the nature and 

severity of the child’s disability, is 
entitled to a public education that 
is tailored to that child’s individual 

educational needs. 
[nation’s law that is antidiscrimination, 

affords a civil right, provides an entitlement] 
46 



Principles of Special Education 

• Individual child with a disability versus a group of 
children in a grade  
– Statutes require that an individualized education [program (IEP) 

be developed to meet the individual needs of each child 

• Free appropriate public education (FAPE) beginning at 
age 3 until age 21 or high school graduation, whichever 
occurs first 

• Least restrictive environment (LRE) 

• Parental participation  

• Procedural safeguards and Due Process (parent/child 
rights, obtaining copies of records) 

• State Education Agency (SEA) Obligations for General 
Supervision, Monitoring, Surrogate Parents 

47 



Individual Child 

• Unique needs of the child 
– Individually designed evaluation/assessment to identify the 

child’s educational needs 

– Evaluation/assessment designed by the child’s planning and 
placement team (PPT) 

• Individualized specialized instruction 
– Developed by the child’s PPT 

– Based upon the child’s individualized goals and objectives 

– Written on an individualized education program (IEP) 

– IEP describes the services, personnel, frequency, intensity 

– Based upon the general education curriculum and high 
expectations 

– Includes transition planning to post-secondary education, 
vocation, and independent living skills (if necessary) 
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Free Appropriate Public 
Education (FAPE) 

• Education/Services must be provided at public 
expense, under public supervision, and without 
charge to parents 

• Education/Services must be appropriate and 
individualized to meet the needs of each child with 
a disability, meet the standards of the State 
Education Agency (SEA) and the IDEA 

• Education/Services must be part of the public 
education provided to all children and in conformity 
with a child’s individualized education program 
(IEP) 

49 



What Is Special Education? 

• IDEA, Part B = Special Education = Education, namely 
instruction, “a free appropriate public education (FAPE) is 
provided to a child with a disability who requires special 
education and related services.” 

• Special Education means “specially designed instruction, 
at no cost to parents, to meet the unique needs if a child 
with a disability including instruction conducted in the 
classroom, in the home, in hospitals and institutions and in 
other settings.” 

• In Connecticut, Speech and Language Pathology is 
considered special education/specialized instruction if 
that is the only specialized service/support that a child 
requires.  

50 



What are Related Services? 

 Related services include transportation and 

developmental, corrective and other supportive 
services as required to assist a child with a disability 
to benefit from special education, and can include: 

– Speech-language pathology 

– Audiology 

– Physical and occupational therapy 

– Interpreting services 

– Counseling 

– Mobility services 

– Social work services in schools 

– Parent counseling and training 
51 



Referral, Evaluation, Eligibility, 
IEP 

   

Referral 
  Made by school 
personnel, the parent or 
other individual 
  School completes 
appropriate forms, sends 
notice, procedural 
safeguards 
  Sends parent invitation 
to PPT  

Convene PPT 
  PPT discusses referral 
   PPT reviews available information 
and parent concerns to determine if 
evaluation is appropriate 
   PPT determines what evaluation 
information is needed  
PPT designs “initial evaluation” 
  PPT proceeds to evaluation - 
obtain parent written consent to 
conduct initial evaluation 

 

Evaluation Conducted,  
if appropriate 

 

Convene PPT 
  Review evaluation 
results 
  PPT determines  
whether this is a child 
with a disability 
under the IDEA 
  PPT identifies the 
IDEA Disability 
Category 
 PPT develops IEP 
based upon 
evaluation 
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Students & Students Receiving 
Special Education 

 Student Population Kindergarten – Grade 12:  

 511,367 general education students 

 

 Special Education Population Kindergarten – Grade 12:  

 76,815 students receiving special education (15%) 

 

 Special Education Population Age 3-21 (pre-K to Grade 12) 

 82,336 students receiving special education 3-21 

 72,551 students 6-21 (K through Grade 12) 

 9,785 students ages 3 through 5 (pre-K and K) 
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Prevalence Rate 

Updates 



Connecticut K-12 Special Education 

Prevalence Rate 



Prevalence 



Within Special Education Prevalence 

 



Who is Receiving Special Education? 



Who Is Responsible for 
Providing Special Education? 

• In Connecticut, school districts are responsible for 
the provision of special education and related 
services to the eligible population of children with 
disabilities ages 3-21 

• In IDEA, school districts are referred to as LEAs – 
local educational agencies 
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Least Restrictive Environment 
(LRE) 

• Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 

– To the maximum extent appropriate, children with 
disabilities, in public or private institutions or 
other care facilities, are educated with children 
who are not disabled; and 

– Special classes, separate schooling, or other 
removal of children with disabilities from the 
regular educational environment occurs only if the 
nature or severity of the disability is such that 
education in regular classes with the use of 
supplementary aids and services cannot be 
achieved satisfactorily. 
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Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 

 Program/placement/IEP made by a group of persons, 
including the parents, individuals knowledgeable about 
the child, the evaluation data on the child and in 
consideration of placement options = Planning and 
placement team (PPT) 

 District obligation for a continuum of alternative 
placements: general education classroom, special 
education classroom, separate school, residential facility, 
home/hospital 

 Appropriate age and grade placement, with 
supplementary aids, services and supports 

 Includes participation in nonacademic and 
extracurricular services and activities 
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Education of Students Receiving 
Special Education & LRE 

• 76,815 students receiving special education in Grades 
Pre-K to12 

 

– 55,103 students (66.9%) spend 80-100% time with 
non-disabled peers 

 

– 14,171 students (17.2%) spend 41-79% time with 
non-disabled peers) 

 

– 6,399 students (7.8%) spend 0-40% time with non-
disabled peers 

5,508 students (6.69%) are educated in private/other 
educational settings 

 62 



TWNDP 



What Funds Support Special 
Education? 

• The IDEA provides two federal grants to states to support the 
excess cost of providing special education 

– The IDEA 611 grant is for the education of children 3 
through 21 

– The IDEA 619 grant is for the education of children 3 
through 5  

• The Education Cost Sharing Grant (ECS) to municipalities 

• Local tax dollars 

• State provides an “Excess Cost Grant” for high-need, high-cost 
students 

• Breakdown of expenditures: 29% state dollars, 65% of local 
dollars and 6% of federal dollars 
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Key Aspects of Special Education 

• Child Find: To identify, locate and evaluate children, birth-21, 
who may require special education 

• Decision-making: A group of professionals called a “Planning 
and Placement Team” (PPT) which includes the child’s 
parents 

• Response to Intervention (RtI or SRBI): activities and 
interventions prior to referral to special education 

• Comprehensive Evaluation: to identify all of a child’s 
educational needs 

• Individualized Education Program (IEP): Identifying goals, 
personnel, services 

• Progress Monitoring: To help ensure services are 
appropriate and effective 

 

 

65 



CONNECTICUT STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

On behalf of our students.. 

 

 

 

Bryan Klimkiewicz 

Chief, Bureau of Special Education 

Bryan.Klimkiewicz@ct.gov 

860-713-6910 
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